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JERRY MEYERS NAMED ASSISTANT HEAD COACH  

AT THE UNIVERSITY OF SOUTH CAROLINA 
Columbia, S.C. – The University of South Carolina has announced the hiring of Jerry Meyers as assistant head coach for the baseball 

team. Meyers, who served as an assistant at South Carolina from the 1997-2004 seasons, returns to Carolina to coach the pitchers 

following six years as head coach at Old Dominion. 

 

“It is great to welcome back Coach Meyers to the Gamecock baseball program,” said South Carolina head coach Ray Tanner.  “Coach 

Meyers was with me at the beginning of my tenure at South Carolina, through the first eight years that included three College World 

Series appearances.  I’m excited to have him returning to lead our pitching staff.  His wife Chris and daughters Audrey and Riley are 

very much a part of our family and we are ecstatic to have them back.” 

 

Meyers helped turn around the Old Dominion baseball program in his previous six seasons leading the Monarchs to the top of the 

Colonial Athletic Association including a co-regular season championship in 2007 and the top seed at the CAA tournament.  That 

2007 squad featured the top pitching staff in the CAA with a 3.97 ERA and 471 strikeouts.  In his second year at ODU in 2006, the 

school enjoyed one of the nation’s biggest improvements with the squad compiling a 39-17 overall record and finishing second in the 

CAA.  That season ODU climbed back into the national top 15 for the first time since the mid 1980’s.  Meyers earned CAA Coach of 

the Year honors with four of his players selected in the MLB draft and the team breaking or tying eight school and individual records. 

 

Meyers also served one summer on the staff of the USA Baseball Collegiate National Team that won a gold medal in the 2008 FISU 

World Championships in Europe and finished the summer with a 24-0 record and an impressive 0.88 earned run average.  Among the 

pitchers he worked with that summer included current MLB pitchers Stephen Strasburg (Washington Nationals) and Mike Leake 

(Cincinnati Reds).  Along with an earned run average under one, his staff also struck out 268 batters to just 72 walks in 224 innings 

pitched with opponents batting just .154 as well. 

 

“I’m thrilled to be back in the Gamecock family,” said Jerry Meyers.  “When the opportunity presented itself to rejoin this program, I 

couldn’t say no.  My family and I have deep roots in Columbia and it’s wonderful to be part of this great community once again.  I’m 

grateful for the opportunity to work with Coach Tanner.  He is the best baseball coach in the country, leading the best baseball 

program in the country, with the best fans.   I’m looking forward to working alongside him, Coach Holbrook and Coach Esposito to 

compete for many more championships.  I’m ready to roll up my sleeves and go to work.” 
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“I had a great experience in my time as head coach at Old Dominion,” added Meyers.  “I want to express my heartfelt gratitude to the 

people at Old Dominion:  the staff, the players, the fans, the administration; it was an invaluable experience and I am very much 

indebted to them.  It allowed me to be me even more prepared as I step back on to the campus here at South Carolina.” 

 

Meyers joined Ray Tanner in Columbia in the summer of 1996 after Tanner was announced as the school’s new head coach.  In eight 

seasons with the Gamecocks, Meyers built one of the top pitching staffs in the country and coached 10 All-American pitchers along 

the way.  The Gamecocks reached the NCAA Tournament in six of eight seasons while Meyers was here along with a national runner-

up finish (2002,) three College World Series appearances (2002, 2003, 2004), two Southeastern Conference championships (2000, 

2002),  four SEC Eastern Division titles (1999, 2000, 2002, 2003) and one SEC Tournament title (2004).  

 

Among the stars that learned under the helm of Meyers was Kip Bouknight (1998-01), who garnered National Player of the Year 

honors in 2000 along with the Golden Spikes Award, presented by USA Baseball to the top amateur player in the country. Bouknight 

put together one of the greatest single-season years in college history in 2000 posting a 17-1 record to help lead the Gamecocks to a 

56-10 record and a SEC Championship.  His 17 single-season wins is a school record and is tied for the most wins in a season by an 

SEC pitcher.  Bouknight joined with Peter Bauer and Scott Barber to form the “Killer B’s,” a dominant trio that saw all three pitchers 

earn All-America recognition.  The 2000 staff finished with a 56-10 record with the pitching staff posting a 3.51 team ERA. 

 

In 2001, the Gamecocks again had one of the top pitching staffs in the country with the group finishing with a 3.41 team ERA.  The 

squad featured All-America closer Lee Gronkiewicz, as well as a pair of 10-game winners in Bouknight and left-hander Gary Bell.  

That year, Bouknight rewrote the record book at South Carolina as the winningest pitcher in South Carolina history, compiling a 

career record of 45-12 in a four-year span pitching, also setting a school records for strikeouts (457) and decisions (57).  

 

When the Gamecocks returned to Omaha in 2002 to play for a national title, the pitchers were right at the forefront – chief among 

them was right-hander Blake Taylor, who set a school record and led the nation in saves with 21 on the year on his way to All-

America honors.  The 2003 staff was another star-studded group that reached the College World Series and led the SEC with a 3.57 

ERA.  The staff featured David Marchbanks, who tallied a 15-3 record and was named Southeastern Conference Pitcher of the Year in 

addition to All-America honors. Marchbanks was one of three USC pitchers drafted and signed by professional baseball in 2003. 

Steven Bondurant signed with Oakland and Chris Hernandez with Pittsburgh.  In Meyers final season at Carolina in 2004, the 

Gamecocks made a third straight trip to Omaha with the Gamecock pitchers putting together a 3.40 team ERA, the school’s best 

earned run average in the last 28 seasons.  Left-hander Matt Campbell was a first round MLB draft selection by the Royals with right-

hander Billy Buckner selected in the second round by the Royals and right-hander Chad Blackwell also a sixth round choice by 

Kansas City.  Blackwell became the Gamecocks’ fourth reliever in five seasons to pick up All-America honors as he led the nation in 

saves with 20 with right-hander Aaron Rawl also picking up All-America accolades with a 13-4 overall record.   

 

Meyers came to Carolina after one year at Old Dominion as assistant coach and recruiting coordinator.  Prior to his first stint at ODU, 

Meyers spent four years as the pitching coach and recruiting coordinator at the University of North Carolina-Wilmington where he 

worked with pitchers and catchers. The 1995 Seahawk staff ranked 11th nationally in earned run average at 3.37 with two pitchers 

ranked among the nation's top 15 in strikeouts per nine innings.  

 

Meyers also coached at Gulf Coast Community College in Panama City, Fla., 1989-91 (ranked 4th nationally in 1989) where several 

pitchers went on to sign professionally or with Division I schools including Tim Davis (Seattle Mariners) and former Gamecock 

pitcher Scott Pace. Meyers managed the 1994 Winchester, Va., team in the Shenandoah Valley league to a second place finish. He is 

also a popular clinician and has worked camps at a number of institutions. 

 

He was a graduate assistant at the University of South Alabama from 1988-89. Born Jerald Ray Meyers March 8, 1965 at Harvey, Ill., 

Meyers grew up in Chesterton, Ind., where he attended Chesterton High School, earning four letters in baseball and basketball. He was 

a second team all-state selection in basketball. 

 

Meyers was a four-year starting pitcher at Iowa State University where he was named to the All-Big Eight Conference team as a 

senior. He was the team captain as a junior and senior and was named the team's Most Valuable pitcher his senior year. 

 

Meyers received a bachelor of business administration degree in management from Iowa State and the master of education in physical 



education from South Alabama in 1989 with an emphasis in exercise and movement technology. Meyers and his wife Chris have two 

daughters, Jaye Riley born July 31, 1999, and Audrey Reese, born December 31, 2001. 

 

South Carolina is the defending national champion in college baseball after winning the title at the 2010 College World Series. 

South Carolina has nine College World Series appearances including four in the last 11 years under head coach Ray Tanner.  

Under Tanner’s leadership  South Carolina owns the fourth highest win total in the last 11 years in the nation with a 522-217 

record.  South Carolina is one of eight schools to appear in the NCAA Regional every season in the last 11 years including 

eight NCAA Super Regional appearances in that span, one of only six schools to accomplish the feat.   

 

Carolina owns more overall wins than any SEC team in the last 11 years and more conference wins than any SEC team in the 

last 11 years with a 200-129 conference record.  South Carolina is the only SEC school to record 40 or more wins each season 

from 2000-present and the only SEC school to reach the NCAA Regional every season in the last 11 years.  The Gamecocks 

also have the most NCAA Super Regional appearances of the 12 SEC schools in the last 11 years. 

 

Head coach Ray Tanner is the second winningest coach in Southeastern Conference history with a .692 winning percentage in 

14 seasons at the helm of the Garnet & Black. 

 

 

 


