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POSTGAME QUOTES – Duke 
 
Joanne P. McCallie, Duke Head Coach: 
 
Opening Statement 
It was a great basketball game. A tough game a lot of different things going on at one time. I’m 
really proud of our team and how they fought, but we are all disappointed in a big way. Notre 
Dame is obviously a good team and we wish them the best as they pursue New Orleans. A lot 
of tough things happened out there today and we fought hard. (We needed) a little more fight, a 
little more this and that. The thing that really bugged me was the 11 assist and 21 turnovers that 
not what we are about and that’s unfortunate. 
 
On preparing for Skylar Diggins 
I think Skylar (Diggins) is just a great player. She does a super job. She scored for them, (her) 
nine assist was really the key because she found her teammates. I’m very impressed with 25 
assist for the team. I think her game will continue to grow through her career. They are a good 
strong team, they play well together. They really shot well from the three-point line which is too 
bad for us. And then they shot a lot of free throws so that was a very bad combination for us. 
Skylar is just a great player. She is really good and I am excited for her career when she is 
finished up. 
 
On Notre Dame’s defense 
Well, they are a very opportunistic team. They did a good job. We had a freshman point guard 
who I thought did a good job for us, but unfortunately got into foul trouble which is hard for us. 
They had good pressure and we made some not-so-wise decisions down the stretch and they 
capitalized.   
 
On what prompted to switch to zone 
We had fouled trouble. You can’t play man-to-man when you have a point guard with four fouls 
for half the game. It wasn’t that ideal for us. We played the game without our point guard for a 
great deal, without Chelsea Gray and Lex (Alexis Jones). That’s a problem. 
 
On Notre Dame’s second half performance  
I think they played well. They were aggressive and Skylar (Diggins) was aggressive. They are a 
very good team. I think it’s too bad that we didn’t attack more and do things that we needed to 
do. But they definitely took advantage and I think their biggest thing was ball movement, not 
only Skylar’s scoring. The way they moved the ball in the second half was much better than the 
first half. We had some trouble guarding in various spots. The foul trouble was pretty substantial 
and that played a role as well.  
 
On Duke’s performance 
We had great spurts at times. (We) were fighting, but you have to fight for 40 minutes at this 
level. We’ve been through so much this year. It’s really been a hard year. It’s hard to let go of 
this team wondering if we have ever reached our full potential. 



	  

 
On the season’s journey 
I think there is a time for that. This one should stick with us for a long time. I think there is a time 
to go back and celebrate all of the good things this team has done. If you do that too quickly 
that’s a problem. You need to own up to what happened, why it happened and think about it a 
little bit. I think this team will do that and will better off because of that. I think that’s what it’s all 
about.  
 
Elizabeth Williams, Duke Center/Forward: 
 
Thoughts on play being out of sync and having trouble to adjust the rest of the way 
Once Alexis Jones went out of the game, we stopped focusing on defensive stops. It turned into 
a game of trading buckets and that is not the type of game we wanted to be in. For us, I think 
we just lost a little bit of focus.  
 
Thoughts on battle against Notre Dame’s Natalie Achonwa and why was Notre Dame able 
to become more effective inside the paint in the second half 
I think we could have gotten the ball inside more and we did not do a good job of that. The 
turnovers really influenced us not being able to get the ball inside. On the other end, 
defensively, we did not communicate well did not talk enough when someone was in the high 
and low post. 
 
On how difficult it was to get this close to the Final Four for three years in a row and have 
it end here 
It’s really hard to cope with. We felt like we deserved to be here, but we did not play a full game 
that reflected that. Unfortunately, we see that result now. 
 
On hurting left arm in second half 
Everything is alright now. My shoulder felt like it came out and went right back in.  
 
Tricia Liston, Duke Guard:   
 
Thoughts on finding success attacking the basket and why that was 
Tonight, they definitely played me towards my shot so the lanes were open. The ball fake and 
drive gave me lanes to drive. I just tried to do everything that I could do to get open and find my 
shot. Tonight, it happened to be driving and attacking the basket. 
 
Thoughts on defensive effort in the first half 
I thought our first half was pretty good actually. We held them to a low score. We were right on 
pace for the goal that we wanted to keep them at. I thought we had great focus on the shooters 
and go-to players we wanted to stop. I wish we could have had the same focus and 
concentration in the second half on defense. 
 
Thoughts on efforts down the stretch to fight back and win the game 
We obviously were never going to give up. We wanted to fight to the end. I am proud we played 
to the buzzer and not let the scoreboard stop us, however we have to get to a point where that 
is not even an issue in a game like this.  
 
Thoughts on how much more difficult and aggressive Notre Dame was in the second half 
The difference came from us and them. They came out much more aggressive in the second 
half on offense and we did not come out with the same aggression defensively. For whatever 



	  

reason, we were not focused and concentrated on the same things we were in the first half. We 
began to have gaps in our zone and we were not matching up against their shooters. Ultimately, 
it was a little bit of their team putting in extra effort and us not having enough effort.  
 
 


