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Muffet McGraw, Notre Dame Head Coach: 
 
Opening Statement 
I thought it was a phenomenal second half.  I felt we really came out of the locker room with a 
lot more energy and intensity.  I felt like, in the first half, they were out-working us and we got 
our pride together at halftime.  Came out, made some shots, and shot the ball extremely well, 
but I thought we got back in our offensive rhythm.  We moved the ball a little bit better.  We got 
better looks.  Our selection was so much better because we were using the high post and 
defensively, I thought we got them to turn it over and miss some shots.  Really, really pleased 
with the second half, much more like what we had hoped would happen the whole game. 
 
On what three Final Four’s in a row mean to Coach McGraw and her program 
It really puts us in elite company.  I think it’s a phenomenal accomplishment for this group. This 
junior class knows nothing else but going to the Final Four.  It’s an amazing accomplishment.  I 
don’t know if people realize how hard it is to get back every year.  We worked so hard all year 
long to get to this moment and we’re just so proud to be here. 
 
On Notre Dame’s 25 assists on 29 field goals vs. Duke 
We really played well against the zone in the second half.  I thought we attacked it well. We did 
move the ball extremely well, which we’re usually pretty good at.  We do get a lot of assists on 
our field goals, but that is a pretty amazing number, led by Skylar (Diggins), of course, with nine 
and Kayla (McBride) with seven.  That was really important that we kept moving the ball against 
their zone, and I think that’s why they had so many assists because they were in zone. 
 
On what McGraw told her team in the locker room at halftime 
We started with ‘We cannot play any worse.  That’s as poorly as we’ve played all year long, and 
we were only down six.’  So, we felt pretty good about it.  Didn’t feel good about the energy.  I 
told them that we hadn’t been out-worked all year long.  That was our thing.  We were a team 
that can really grind it out, fight, have a lot of grit and a lot of mental toughness. We didn’t have 
it in the first half and I think they knew that.  So, I think we got that going. We talked a little bit 
more about the zone offense – how we wanted to attack them and change up the press a little 
bit - so I thought it was pretty successful in the second half. 
 
More on being down six despite “as poorly as we’ve played all year long” 
It did.  If it hadn’t ended the way it did, I think I would’ve felt even a little better, but with 14 
seconds left in the half, we were trying to get one shot.  We took a quick, bad shot and they hit a 
three.  It couldn’t have been worse, so I think that added a little fuel to the fire for the halftime 
speech.  Overall, we felt good.  We should’ve been down three or four instead of six or seven. 
 
 
 



	  

On Jewell Loyd’s play and Natalie Achonwa’s charges 
I thought Jewell (Loyd)’s play was a real momentum play.  She got the foul, and I think it really 
got the crowd to their feet.  It was a great hustle play which we didn’t have in the first half, so I 
thought that was a huge momentum swing for us with Natalie (Achonwa) taking the charges, we 
wanted to get (Alexis) Jones out once she got her third.  We were really trying to attack her a 
little bit more, and taking a couple charges on her. I thought that was huge.  The ones we took 
on (Elizabeth) Williams and her - I think we took maybe three or four – just really big defensive 
stops. 
 
Skylar Diggins, Notre Dame Guard: 
  
On second half performance: 
Coach lit a fire underneath us at the half. They were outworking us. They had 11 points off 
second-chance opportunities. They were beating us to all the 50-50 balls. We really wanted to 
come out and start the half with really good defense. We felt that it could not get any worse. 
With the law-of-averages, we had start making some shots. I liked the way my team responded 
to adversity. 
  
On the effectiveness of the defense in second half: 
We all stepped it up. Right before the half we talked about everyone having to do a little more. 
We wanted to leave with no regrets. In the first half, we did not work as hard as we normally do. 
We did not want to end the game wishing we had done a little more. I think the team did a good 
job responding.  I always say that we play our best basketball when we able to get out and run. I 
think we did a good job of getting out in transition in the second half. 
  
On her first half struggles: 
I got two fouls early so I had to go out. I sat for six or seven minutes I believe. They did a good 
job of drawing fouls. 
  
On her surge late in the first half: 
I think we were all pressing early in the game. We were not doing anything that we had talked 
about. We settled in and started playing our game. We got the ball moving better. We hit the 
mid-post and short-corner and made them start playing defense longer in the possession. 
  
On playing Connecticut for the fourth time this year: 
We are enjoying the moment right now. We will talk about that in the future. 
  
On Notre Dame’s third Final Four appearance in four years: 
It means a lot. I hold Notre Dame on such a high pedestal. I am just so happy to be a part of this 
experience. This is just an amazing time for me. I am glad that I can share this with my 
teammates. I know that everyone in South Bend is excited. This experience has been great; 
more than I had expected and I am not ready for it to end yet. 
  
On Jewel Lloyd’s play: 
Jewel can jump out the gym. When she is attacking the glass and rebounding that gives us 
second-chance opportunities. She is a great energy player. Every time she goes up and get an 
alley-oop, it changes the game. Those are momentum plays that get the crowd involved. It gets 
us excited and energized. She is someone that can change the game with those plays. 
   
 
 



	  

 
Kayla McBride, Notre Dame Guard: 
 
On missing eight straight shots and then responding well  in second half: 
I had a mental lapse. When Skylar (Diggins) went out, I felt like I had to take over.  I took some 
bad shots. In the second half, I settled down and got some shots in the rhythm of the game. I let 
the game come to me instead of forcing it. 
  
On how Skylar Diggins makes the game easier for her teammates: 
She is the best point guard in the country. She changes the game with everything that she does. 
If she goes off the court for 30-seconds, it changes the game. Even in practice, you want her on 
team. She is that much of an impact player and we are so happy to have her on our side. 
 
Natalie Achonwa, Notre Dame Forward: 
 
On her offensive success against  ACC Defensive Player of the Year, Elizabeth Williams: 
I just shot a lot of free throws. 
  
On how Skylar makes the game easier for her teammates: 
She brings great energy and leadership. She calms everyone else down. She brings us together 
and tells us to keep to our game plan. She is the best point guard in the country. 
   
 
 
 
 


