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PRACTICE DAY QUOTES – Duke 
 
Joanne P. McCallie, Duke Head Coach: 
 
Q: You have talked this year about how the whole regular season was a process to keep 
going through this weekend and on to next weekend. How much difference is this 
weekend from last weekend? 
A: I think it depends to where you are and the circumstances, but from a Duke experience for 
us, it’s a little bit easier when we are on the road because when we are home, you are going to 
school, you are going to class, and turning in papers, and through all that day to day, going to 
practice and getting ready. I find that very challenging for our team. You know we got to the 
point where we have amazing academic women and if they are in the proximity of Duke they are 
going to class, they are going to work hard and that’s great. Of course, that’s great as student- 
athletes, but it’s a tough balance.  So the idea of going on the road is a little simpler for us in 
that way and hopefully, we get to spend some more time together doing some of the little things 
you get to do while you are on the road rather than studying and papers and that constant need 
to balance all of the things at one time.  
 
Q: How have you all cranked up the intensity this week? 
A: Every game, every practice, you have to bring more intensity and get better. There is not a 
minute where we can rest and not attack. We are learning this as we go along in this 
tournament.  
 
Q: You mentioned Elizabeth Williams earlier, when you were recruiting her. How well did 
you get to know her and now being around her everyday what strikes you about her? 
A: She is an amazing person and comes from an amazing family. I feel like I got to know her 
very well. I read a book with her you know. I don’t want to read that book again. It was a terrible 
book.  Anyways, the things you would do in recruiting, but I got to know her very well, what was 
important to her as a person, her family is very important to her, she comes from a very happy 
family. They are probably the happiest family I know, in terms of just the way they live their lives 
and how they support their children. Thank God, she is a sophomore and we can continue to 
develop and have a great time together. She is a very honorable player, she works very hard, 
and sometimes puts too much pressure on herself, a little of a perfectionist.  It’s not about 
perfection, it’s about giving your all, and cutting loose. I haven’t felt like she has cut loose yet, 
but I hope she does.  
 
Q: Is it almost unfair to replace an All-American with someone who goes on to become 
ACC Tournament MVP? 
A: We have not been able to replace Chelsea Gray and what she has done for us. We continue 
to struggle in many areas where she provided great leadership. The key is the team’s evolution 
after what happened to Chelsea. It was real shocking to us, but we looked to the leadership of 
Haley Peters, Allison Vernerey, Tricia Liston, Elizabeth Williams, and Chloe Wells. Everyone 
was hurt by the situation, but it made them realize they needed to step up and take advantage. 



 

Alexis Jones has become a marvelous player. We do not know what it would have been with 
Chelsea and Alexis in the backcourt together. God willing, they will have a chance next year. 
Alexis has embraced that she has to grow up quickly. She is a very good listener and very fun to 
coach. 
 
Q: Can you give us a few remarks about Nebraska and what you have seen so far? 
A: They are playing outstanding basketball together. Their three-point shooting is a mess and I 
mean that in the most positive way. They can really shoot the three ball from all five spots. They 
can create shots and they all know how to pass. They get down the floor very quickly and if 
you’re not alert, they will pull the trail three. I think they use the trail better than anyone I have 
seen. They have a senior point guard who understands the game and plays very hard. She is 
very difficult to disrupt because she knows her game and plays it effectively. The two post 
players, Jordan Hooper and Emily Cady, complement each other. Hooper is terrific. She plays 
every phase of the game and has a terrific three ball. Cady, looks like she is learning from 
Hooper after watching the film. Head Coach Connie Yori has done a great job. They are very 
well coached and it is exactly what you would expect at this time of year.  
 
Q: How important was it to have to come from behind like you did in the second round 
game and move forward. 
A: I guess if you have to do it! We have never been behind at the half very much. That was a 
very new experience for our group. It is very important to be able to understand any 
circumstances at any time, any place, or any condition. You have to be able to focus and fight. 
Fight back or fight forward. I was very pleased with our team. That was a very moving thing to 
watch. The different plays by so many people made it extraordinary. It was really spread out and 
I think that was the unique part about it. Everyone played a role. These games are games of 
runs. Whether you are providing the run or someone is running on you, you must change the 
tempo of the game. That was definitely a tempo change we needed. Oklahoma St. was a tough 
team. We had a nice little bracket. Hampton was great as well. We were working hard under 
many different circumstances in this tournament already.  
 
Elizabeth Williams, Duke Center/Forward: 
 
On getting the chance to play close to home 
I think it’s pretty cool.  It’s exciting, definitely, for all the people that have supported me through 
my high school days, and them just being here, but, at the same time, it’s a business trip.  We’re 
here to take care of business and win these next two games. 
 
On Coach P thinking she’s too much of a perfectionist 
Yeah, I tend to be a perfectionist at times, so just kind of relaxing on the court, playing my 
game, and being able to trust my teammates.  They have so much faith in me so not trying too 
hard, just playing. 
 
Her two keys to defeating Nebraska 
Just being disciplined on defense.  They like to back-door cut, so we have to be alive if we’re in 
‘denial’, not to lose contact with the player, and also be alive in help-side. 
 
 
6 On memories of playing at the Constant Center 
Oh man, those were probably the days when I still had goggles.  I don’t remember much.  I do 
remember it is a really nice facility here, and I definitely enjoy playing here. 
 



 

Tricia Liston, Duke Guard: 
 
On the mentality to go forward in the tournament 
I think our first two-round games were really good for us. I think they presented us with a lot of 
challenges that we were forced to overcome as a team. I think that it really helped us to get 
stronger and be in different situations that will help us down the line and this weekend. 
 
On two things that worry Duke about Nebraska 
I would say having to guard five interchangeable shooters on the court at one time. Also, being 
able to come up with the rebound from the long shots, from the three’s and being able to finish 
the possession with the rebound. 
 
On impact of Alexis Jones 
I think it’s just been a growing experience for us all. Whenever a player goes down on a team, 
things are going to change. The dynamic on the court is going to change. I think it took us a few 
games to get used to that but we’ve done a really good job getting back to the team we want to 
be and playing the game we want to play. It’s certainly sad to see someone like Chelsea (Gray) 
go down because she brings so much to the table, but as for Lex (Alexis Jones), she stepped 
up tremendously for us. Vocally she hasn’t been the loudest one, especially playing with 
Chelsea because Chelsea did most of that, but she has grown so much. She has come out of 
her shell.  She is talking, she’s yelling on the court, demanding of us, but (she) is not trying to be 
Chelsea. She is still her own player, but she is our point guard now. She is the starting point 
guard and I think she does a good job. So many people have been comparing her to Chelsea 
and I guess you can do that because they’re point guards but they are two different players. I 
think she’s done a great job staying true to herself and still being able to lead our team in the 
way we want to play Duke basketball.  
 
Haley Peters, Duke Forward/Guard: 
 
On the mentality to go forward in the tournament 
Well I think once you get to the tournament, every team that you’re playing against is really 
good. You just have to step up your intensity, especially on the defensive side of the ball. We’ve 
had some good tests last weekend. That’s just our main focus in the tournament and we’ve 
done a good job of that and have learned a lot in the last few games about who we are as a 
team and what we have to improve on. 
 
On two things that worry Duke about Nebraska 
I think offensively they’re a great penetrate and kick team. They spread the floor out pretty well. 
(We) have to be able to shut down their drive and kick offensively. Playing (against) really fast 
shooters on the court, (we) have to locate them but not over commit because they are all 
capable to penetrate.  
 
On feeding off energy of Duke men’s basketball team 
I think we’ve always been a little bit competitive with the guy’s side and trying to stay up with 
what their doing. We are all good friends with them. We all watched the game and were 
cheering for them last night. We are very focused on what we need to do as a team. Obviously 
we are rooting for them and we are always just a little bit competitive with them. 


