
Lauren Willis- Thursday, January 23, 2014 

Old Dominion vs. Southern Miss 

Old Dominion Coach: Jeff Jones: 

Opening Statement: The game was a tough outcome. Our guys battled but it was a big test for us. We 
did some good things, but we weren’t ultimately ready for this moment. The most important thing is 
that rather than feeling sorry for ourselves, we learn from this and the next time we are in this kind of 
moment against a team, like Southern Miss, that we respond a little bit better.   I thought they wore us 
down. Craig and Watson in particular are savvy and experienced players that we were up against. All in 
all, it was a disappointing result, but an opportunity for us to learn and hopefully get better.  

1. Jeff, they made 12 out of 21 three’s, did you feel like your guys were cheating a little too much 
or couldn’t get out to shooters? What were your impressions of that?  
We were going to give up some, after offensive rebounds and after turnovers, at least a handful 
of their three’s came in those unsettled situations.  We knew we needed the help in the post 
and we knew that they were best when they were driving the basketball and we wanted to fill 
up the lane. We had a bunch of charges, and the guys were doing a good job of moving their 
feet, but we have to get one step further out on our close out to get to their shooters.  

2. Was this game a good measuring stick as to how good you guys are?  
Sure. We played against a really good team, and they were better than us. Hopefully we can 
learn and the next time we are in a situation like this, hopefully we will be better for having 
been in this situation. The last six minutes, their guys looked really confident and we were just 
hanging on. We can learn from this and look at what we need to do against the quality teams to 
give ourselves a better chance in the future.  

3. Have you seen some of the effects from experience such as players being physically bigger, 
older, or more mature?  
Basically there are Juniors and Seniors playing against Freshman and Sophomores. The Juniors 
and Seniors rose to the occasion. I told our guys that hanging our heads or feeling sorry for 
ourselves doesn’t do us any good. We’ve got to understand that we can learn from this 
opportunity and get better. It would be a missed opportunity if we didn’t do that. 

4. Given the age and strength disparity to out rebound them has got to be at least somewhat 
encouraging?  
Yeah, we scrapped. It wasn’t always with a positive outcome, but we scrapped. The big thing are 
the turnovers. We had 17 turnovers and 32 points off of turnovers, against an experienced, 
strong, team.   

5. You had a collectable amount of turnovers; is it a matter of being stronger with the ball? 
It is a matter of being stronger. Some of it is decisions of not only what play to make, but how 
you make that play. We can learn from this.  

 

 



Old Dominion Players: 

 Aaron Bacote- Guard #1  

1. What can you guys take away from this, playing a veteran team like that and playing as close 
as you did for as long as you did? 
We can play with them, but we need to grow up a little physically and mentally. When you play 
against grown men, you aren’t going to get the calls, especially in conference play. When we 
had the lead or when it was close, we folded; that is the part we need to clean up mentally.  

2. Were you feeling pretty good during warm-ups? 
I was feeling pretty good, because I had been shooting good in practice the last two or three 
days. Today in warm-ups I felt good, but after I got the two fouls in the game, I cooled off a little 
bit.  

3. Did having to sit out affect you a little? 
I had a few shots go in early, but when I got the second foul I had to sit for a little bit. When I 
came back in, I was going for offensive defense so I wasn’t in the flow but that was no excuse. If 
I shoot it, I was expecting it to go in, every time.  

Richard Ross- Forward #23 

1. Do you feel at any point that when you guys were down a little bit, that a little deeper, a little 
bigger, a little older team took its toll at all?  
We definitely started to wear down a little bit, the depth got to us. They have three bigs, all 
grown men, and we played heavy minutes but that is just how it’s going to be. That’s no excuse, 
we have to learn to be more mature, stay disciplined, and play through the fatigue.  

2. Is this a measuring stick game for you guys in any respect? 
Yes, they are a respected team in this conference. I believe they played in the conference 
championship against Memphis, so they are a good team. For us to play them the way we did, 
and expect the win and know that if we see these guys again we are going to be pretty confident 
that we can get the win, definitely gives you a good feeling but you still want to get the “W”. We 
just have to take what we can from it, and move on to the next one. 

3. Do you have to give up something on defense if you are going to put too much attention on 
them inside trying  to help in the post? 
Yes and no, but you definitely have to give them the respect they deserve. I take my hat off to 
them, they did a great job in helping us down there, but sometimes shots are just going to fall 
for the other team. 

4. What about the atmosphere and what you guys felt like in the game with the crowd? 
It was a nice crowd for our first game back; it was great energy in the arena. Towards the end, 
they got a little loose, because it opened up about eleven points and they started settling down, 
but we have to handle that. Overall it was a great atmosphere.  


