
Lauren Willis- Thursday 27, 2014 

Old Dominion vs. Marshall 

Old Dominion Coach: Jeff Jones 

Opening Statement: “There was a big difference in the two halves. In the second half, we played 
extremely well. I am really disappointed with how we came out, but I’m proud of the way that we did 
respond in the second half”.  

1. What did you guys do better in the second half? 
“Everything.  We shot free throws better, we rebounded better, we were better defensively. 
From start to finish we were better. Now I think it all starts with more energy, going out and 
being aggressive as oppose to reacting. I thought Marshall was the aggressor throughout the 
first half. They were beating us off the dribble; we would close out on three point shooters. I 
don’t know if we were afraid they were going to drive by us, but we would close out three feet 
short. They are not a good three point shooting team percentage wise, but if you give the guy 
time and space the division 1 players are going to knock them down. I don’t know why we were 
so sluggish in the first half, but in the second half we came out and our activity and energy level 
were much higher and I think everything else spawned from that”. 

2. Did you attack their zone any differently? I mean Tommy mentioned getting the ball in the 
middle to Richard sort of did some things with them. 
“Well, we didn’t throw it away. I mean there for a while in the first half it felt like we couldn’t 
complete a pass except just going around the perimeter. We put the ball over our heads and I 
tell the guys that if they put the ball over their heads, defense is going to put their hands up and 
we’ll throw it right into their hands. The second half we put it in there, a couple times we 
through it in there and we were able to kick it out for a three that we knocked down; I think we 
ran that play two or three times. I will say that the guy here on my left (Richard Ross) was the 
guy that from start to finish was active. He was bouncing around in the first half and finally we 
got other guys to go with him in the second half and obviously we needed it”.  
 

3. Coach, a lot of times the assumption is that some firey half time talk and the guys came out. 
What was your message at half time?  “For this case, the assumption would be right and you 
couldn’t print anything that I said. It’s pretty simple”. 

4. Were you as disappointed in the effort as you have been this season?  “Yes, I was angry and I 
just challenge the guys. I want them to play the way they are capable of playing. The good thing 
is they responded the bad thing is they had to resort to that”. 

Old Dominion Players: 

Aaron Bacote- Guard #1 

1.  Aaron, coach was obviously upset, were you guys disappointed in yourselves at that first half? 
“Yes, because we knew that we could play better. Like he said, he let us know that we were 



playing bad and he just challenged us. We just rallied together and responded. We are a tight 
knit group so we talk to each other. He yells at us but we talk to each other and get it together; 
we know what we have to do. He leads us and we just follow and listen to what he is saying”.  

Richard Ross- Forward #23 

1.  Richard, you had three blocks. They got out and transitioned a couple times and you guys were 
able to get a couple blocks and a couple strips. Can you just talk about that? “One of the key points of 
the game was obviously to get back, sit down, and make them have to play a half-court game because 
their strength is obviously in transition. I think that the strips and the blocks were a bonus, those were 
things that just happened because you were playing hard”. 

2. Richard, were you anymore aggressive offensively tonight than recently or are you just feeling more 
comfortable? “I don’t know if it is necessarily aggression, I think it has more to do with trying to be 
ready and when the opportunity presents itself, to try to take advantage of it”. 

3. Richard, do you look for those opportunities to get the guys going so they can sometimes feed off 
your energy? “I think a lot of people definitely look up to me, so if I get an “And-1” and get excited it 
definitely builds the team. I think that trickles down though, it’s not just me it’s Aaron, Dimitri and 
everybody”.  

4. Richard, is there any level of satisfaction of what you guys have accomplished so far this season, 
given what a lot of people thought that the expectations for this team were? “In previous years when 
we were in a different conference, we always had a saying ‘Old Dominion doesn’t play on Friday’ 
because you get that one day by. So the fact that we’re able to get these wins we are getting and get a 
by just lets us know that we are getting this program back to where it needs to be”.  


