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Middle Tennessee Head Coach Kermit Davis 
Opening Statement: 
“We got exactly what we expected out of Jeff’s team. He has done a tremendous job at Old Dominion his 
first year.  He’ll grow that program really well.  It’s what we’ve done.  At times we’re not a really pretty 
offensive team but I thought we defended at a high level.  We’ve done that for the last six weeks.  We held 
them to 32 percent.  We got outrebounded today.  I thought Tweety [Knight] was really good in transition 
and finished the balls for us. Neiko Hunter got us off to a good start.  We knew it would be a tough first 
round game for us.  We’re just glad to advance to the semifinals. 
 
On Knight attacking the basket: 
“That’s Tweety’s strength.  Everybody in these kind of environments, just don’t try to do anything you 
haven’t done all year. Play to your strength.  He is a physical driver and that was a big part of getting 
Palmore into foul trouble.  He plays downhill well.  It’s not by design, he just had opportunities in the open 
court and took advantage of them. 
 
On Tulsa: 
“It was a hard-fought game [the first time we played them].  They beat us on a last-second shot right at the 
buzzer.  Danny has done a great job.  They’re very fast.  I thought they were about as fast as any team on 
the perimeter.  They’re a really good, solid defensive team.  And two teams that kind of look alike in some 
ways.  It will be a tough matchup.  Danny’s team is playing really well. 
 
On the importance of getting the double bye: 
“I think if you ask coach [Gillen], he’ll tell you to win a tournament the double byes are critical.  For the first 
round, sometimes the double bye is an equalizer with a team like Old Dominion that has won and had a lot 
of confidence going in the game.  But to win the tournament, there’s no chance.  We scrap and fight all year 
to try to win a championship and then get that double bye.  I think our guys, I could tell this morning, they 
were tired of meeting and going to the high school gym.  They wanted to play.  I think we started playing and 
defending with some toughness, which is what we have to do. 
 



On defending Bacote: 
“He was playing as good as any guard in our league.  He was averaging right at 18 over the last five games.  
He played great yesterday.  I think our switching bothers them.  We’ve got good length in the perimeter and 
it’s a team that sometimes we switch one through four.  We’re always switching one through three.  They do 
a good job with a lot of baseline staggers.  We put some switching into the game.  One of our strength is we 
really do a good job of hedging ball screens on the side.  It’s something that I thought we did right in the 
game today.” 
 
#1 Neiko Hunter, Middle Tennessee 
On taking charge early in the game:   
“My teammates got me some great shots.  I just played to my identity and played off my teammates. 
 
On Tulsa:   
“They’re a great team, a hard fighting team.  The team that has the most toughness will win the game.” 
 
#5 Tweety Knight, Middle Tennessee 
On building off his performance against UAB, did a switch go on there?:   
“Not really. Like coach said, just play to my identity and not try to come in and do something I haven’t done 
and that’s attack the basket. 
 
On Tulsa:   
“It’s not a get back game.  We know what we’ve got to do to win this game.  We played them before.” 
 
Old Dominion Head Coach Jeff Jones 
Opening Statement: 
“Obviously it was a tough one for us.  We couldn’t get the ball to go in the hoop.  And an awful lot of that has 
to do with Middle Tennessee being a terrific team.  They are extremely well coached, particularly at the 
defensive end.  They are physically and mentally tough and that’s a pretty good combination.  That’s a good 
team that we played.  It’s certainly disappointing to end the season and go out in this way.  As I told our 
guys in the locker room, I’m awfully proud of them and hopefully at some point that will sink in.  Right now 
they’re disappointed as one can imagine.  We’ll take a brief break, or at least give them a brief break, before 
getting back to work and trying to make next season an even better season. 
 
On Tweety Knight getting to the rim: 
“That’s something we felt like he did extremely well.  It was a point of emphasis. I thought Richard and 
Denzel did a pretty good job but at times. We didn’t get back in front and he was able to hold the line and 
that shows the physical strength.  He’d get there and he kept attacking.  He did a good job of not only 
getting some buckets, but also distributing the basketball. And then when he creates help situations, they’ve 
got guys they can get to the offensive boards as well.  He’s kind of the guy that makes them go.  Jones is 
the go to guy but with guys like Hunter and Hammonds, they’ve got different ways to hurt you but Tweety is 
the guy that makes them go.   
 
On Middle Tennessee switching from a zone to man to man defense: 
“I don’t think their zone was much of an issue.  They played zone on the out of bounds under but they were 
having so much success with their man to man.  They attacked us on the ball screens.  Our guards weren’t 
able to turn the corner and deliver the basketball. In the first half we tried playing to throw back to Richard 
because Richard was the one guy that was able to put the ball on the floor and get into the paint.  We 
couldn’t crack the paint off the dribble penetration because they did such a good job defending our ball 
screens.  We don’t have the ability on this year’s team.  It’s something we will have to address going 
forward.  If people are playing that hard on their ball screens, we’ve got to have a big guy there.  It’s just one 
of those things that we don’t have. 



 
On his team: 
“These guys played hard.  It wasn’t about effort. We were beaten by a better team. We played hard.  We 
weren’t always able to make the right plays.  I’m proud of these guys and their effort tonight was equal to 
what it was the other night.  We were simply beaten by a better team.” 
 
#22 Ambrose Mosley, Old Dominion 
On Tweety Knight getting to the rim:   
“That certainly helped the team get a lot of layups. They got most of their points in the paint, which led to 
their three-point points.  Tweety Knight was able to create for all the players around him, which made them 
a better team so it’s hard to stop them. 
 
On what you can take away from this game:   
“Coach said this was going to be a game where you have to focus all 40 minutes and be mentally tough. 
And certainly with our young guys and Richard as an older player, we can learn from this game.  We have to 
focus and play hard the whole 40 minutes.  Even if we’re down by two or 10, we have to fight back and find 
a way to cut the points down.” 
 
#23 Richard Ross, Old Dominion 
On what you can take away from this game:   
“It’s apparent the team we played tonight were older and stronger and more physical.  We need to be as 
mentally tough as possible.  That was a very physical game and it began to take a toll on us down the 
stretch.” 
 
 
 


