
 
CONFERENCE USA     5201 N. O’Connor Boulevard     Irving, TX 75022     (214) 774-1300     (214) 496-0055 fax 
 

For Immediate Release June 10, 2015 
Contact:  Courtney Morrison Archer (cmarcher@c-usa.org)  
 

2014‐15	C‐USA	SPRING	SPIRIT	OF	SERVICE	HONOREES	RECOGNIZED	
 

IRVING, Texas – Conference USA Commissioner Britton Banowsky announced the 14 student-athletes that will receive the C-USA 
Spring Spirit of Service award today. The C-USA Spirit of Service Award is designed to recognize the community service efforts of the 
league’s student-athletes, based upon significant community service, good academic standing and participation in their elected sport. 
The Spirit of Service award is presented three times throughout the season, with today’s honorees representing Conference USA’s spring 
sports: baseball, men's and women's golf, softball, men’s and women's tennis, and men's and women's outdoor track and field. 
 
2014-15 SPRING C-USA SPIRIT OF SERVICE HONOREES: 
Erin Crissman, Charlotte, Women’s Track & Field 
Julius Gaines, FIU, Baseball 
Bianca Biglione, Florida Atlantic, Women’s Tennis 
Kristen Miles, Louisiana Tech, Softball 
Korakot Simsiriwong, Marshall, Women’s Golf 
Ronnie Jebavy, Middle Tennessee, Baseball 
Madison Thompson, North Texas, Softball 
Lauren Wright, Old Dominion, Women’s Rowing 
Solomiyo Zinko, Rice, Women’s Tennis 
Danielle Block, Southern Miss, Softball 
Catherine Ragon, UAB, Women’s Tennis 
Monica Lopez, UTEP, Women’s Track & Field 
Stephanie Wangui, UTSA, Women’s Track & Field 
Brandon Beckham, WKU, Men’s Golf 
 
Charlotte pole vaulter Erin Crissman has continued to prove her worth in and out of the classroom, claiming her second Spirit of Service 
honor. Transferring from Kennesaw State in spring 2014, Crissman has given time in the Charlotte community, completing nearly 90 
hours of community service this year. Crissman’s work includes aiding in the Greater Charlotte Down Syndrome Association Buddy Walk, 
volunteer work collecting bone marrow swabs for the athletic department’s Project Life Movement, speaking publicly to nearly 4,000 
elementary school students and volunteering at Hickory Grove Baptist Church. A native of Pfafftown, North Carolina, she maintains a 
perfect 4.0 GPA in child and family development. 
 
FIU senior Julius Gaines played in all 61 games this season for the C-USA Baseball Champion Panthers, making 60 starts at shortstop. 
The McDonough, Georgia, earned a spot on the all-tournament team after drilling one of his three home runs on the season in the 
championship win over UAB. A four-year starter, Gaines finished third this season with 68 hits, but he led his team with more than 500 
volunteer hours. Gaines and his teammates participated in the Panther Day of Service, where they completed a beautification project at 
a local park. One of his favorite projects this year was visiting kids receiving treatment at Lou Holtz Children’s Hospital, where he was 
able to spend time and play with them. He also assisted with renovating a baseball field at a local park and helped organize and provide 
baseball skills instruction. Gaines was a five-time selection to the Dean’s List, maintaining a 3.63 GPA as a recreation and sports 
management major. 
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All-Conference USA second-team singles player Bianca Biglione was dominant for Florida Atlantic this season but also showed 
importance to activities off the court. Biglione appeared in all 17 matches for the Owls, finishing the regular season with a 13-2 singles 
mark. Her time away from tennis was spent helping teach the PAL tennis practices for younger kids at the Boca Raton Police Athletic 
League, assisting in the Chris Evert charity event and reading books to elementary students at Palm Beach schools. The sophomore 
was also flawless in the classroom with a 4.0 GPA in biological science and psychology to receive C-USA All-Academic and Capital One 
Academic All-District Women’s At-Large Team honors. 
 
Kristen Miles just completed her junior campaign for the Louisiana Tech softball program. The Plano, Texas native overcame numerous 
injuries and surgeries last offseason to return in 2015 and start 33 games for a Lady Techster program that earned a berth to the 2015 
C-USA Softball Championship. In the community, Miles volunteered for the Ruston Girls Softball Association Free Clinics, painted 
silhouettes for Domestic Abuse Awareness Month and served time at the 4Paws Animal Rescue. Sporting a 3.318 GPA in chemistry, her 
name has appeared on the C-USA Commissioner’s Honor Roll. 
 
Marshall senior Korakot Simsiriwong turned in a career year for the Thundering Herd women’s golf team, posting the squad’s best 
individual finish in five of 10 events during the 2014-15 campaign. She registered four top-20 placements and shot a season-low round 
of 71 in back-to-back tournaments. A native of Thailand, Simsiriwong has volunteered as an English teacher in her home country. She 
has also reached out in the Huntington community, coordinating canned food drives, speaking at high schools in the area and teaching 
local youth the game of golf. An exercise science major with a 3.55 GPA, Simsiriwong is a four-time member of the Conference USA 
Commissioner’s Honor Roll. 
 
Middle Tennessee junior outfielder Ronnie Jebavy was named the 2015 C-USA Baseball Newcomer of the Year and earned a nod on 
the All-Conference first team. He led the league in hits (88) and stolen bases (24) and was among the conference leaders in a total of 
eight categories. Jebavy boasts a 3.85 GPA as a concrete management major with a minor in business administration to also earn a spot 
on the C-USA All-Academic Team and the CoSIDA Capital One Academic All-District Team. Even more notable are the contributions 
Jebavy has made to his hometown community and heading up the service projects for MT Baseball. Those projects include working with 
the Albert Pujols Foundation for special needs children, Breast Cancer Awareness, Smyrna Boys & Girls Club, Rutherford County Blood 
Drive and hosting a free baseball clinic for children through One Goal Sports. Jebavy was instrumental in working with Team IMPACT to 
set up a Draft Day for Luke Denson, a nine-year-old suffering from Shwachman-Diamond Syndrome, to make him part of the Blue Raider 
team. The squad also worked with Lace Up 4 Pediatric Cancer with Jebavy identifying a young cancer survivor to throw out the first pitch 
of a game. 
 
North Texas senior Madison Thompson finished her undergrad with a 3.888 in psychology and a minor in biology, while holding her 
own as a starting pitcher on the Mean Green softball team. On the field, the Sand Springs, Oklahoma, native’s career highlight was a 
complete-game shutout on the road against No. 7 Baylor in 2015. Thompson was just as impressive in her community, where she was a 
member of the Campus Outreach Ministry Core Team, a secretary of the Student-Athlete Advisory Council, a teacher at the Little Village, 
a Camp Hope counselor and much more. Thompson also earned two C-USA Academic Medals and was named to the C-USA 
Commissioner’s Honor Roll during her two years of competition in Conference USA. 
 
Old Dominion junior rower Lauren Wright competed for the Monarch Second Varsity 8 in the spring and was named a CRCA National 
Scholar-Athlete by maintaining a 3.51 GPA as a recreation tourism studies major with a psychology minor. A native of Atlantic City, New 
Jersey, Wright is involved in Care Now, an after-school program for youth, and coordinated the ODU Student-Athlete Advisory 
Committee’s Canned Food Drive and Fashion Show to benefit the Roc Solid Foundation. Wright volunteered with the local Rotary Club 
to benefit Stop Hunger Now and Fear 2 Freedom, a foundation dedicated to redeeming and restoring the lives of those wounded by 
sexual abuse. Additionally, she provided community service support at the ODU Alzheimer’s Awareness Walk, the Human Pink Ribbon 
for Breast Cancer Awareness, the ODU Triathlon, the ODU Blood Drive, Hoops for the Cure and the Special Olympics Little Feet Meet. 
Wright also volunteered to do the Polar Plunge to benefit Special Olympics. 
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Rice junior Solomiya Zinko has helped the Rice women’s tennis team to the coveted C-USA Championship three-peat while also 
spending her time in the community of Houston. The All-C-USA singles and doubles performer anchored the Owls’ lineup with a 12-6 
mark at No. 6 singles and delivered the clinch point for the Owls’ in the C-USA Championship match. Away from the tennis court, Zinko 
has served as the Vice President of the campus’ SAAC and will be the newly elected President for the upcoming year. The Canadian’s 
work does not stop there as she was also the Millenify Vice President, the campus organization that works with high school and college 
students to provide mentorship and leadership development to enhance social ventures to solve problems in the community.  
 
Danielle Block holds a 3.949 GPA in biological sciences (Honors College) while serving as an integral part of the pitching rotation for 
the Southern Miss softball program. Even more importantly, the sophomore has given back to her community. A native of Phoenix, 
Arizona, Block has volunteered at the Mississippi Special Olympics Games at Camp Shelby and at Southern Pines Animal Shelter. 
Academically, Block was a CoSIDA First-Team Academic All-District selection, a Conference USA All-Academic Team member and a 
C-USA Commissioner’s Academic Medalist.  
 
UAB junior tennis player Catherine Ragon has become a constant presence in Birmingham during her time with the Blazers. Ragon 
competed in all 20 matches on the campaign as the Blazers secured their most conference wins since 2008. The Mandeville, Louisiana, 
native racked up 53 hours of community service on the year, including time at the Children’s Hospital, clean-up at Camp Fletcher and 
assisting at the Lakeshore Foundation. Lakeshore is a non-profit organization which serves people with physical disabilities throughout 
Alabama, across the country and around the world. Her remaining time was spent on her studies as she holds a perfect 4.00 GPA as an 
exercise science major. 
 
Monica Lopez of the UTEP Women’s Track & Field squad has had a successful career in competition and in giving back to her hometown 
community, providing a generous donation of items and time for a local clothing drive. The senior earned top-10 finishes at both the 2014 
C-USA Indoor and 2015 C-USA Outdoor Championships in the triple jump, recording a personal-best jump of 12.37 meters at the latter. 
She also competed both the triple jump and long jump at those championships and the 2015 C-USA Indoor Championship, helping the 
Miners to their first conference title this year. 
 
Junior Stephanie Wangui served as team captain for UTSA women’s track and field. The long-distance runner was the 800-meter 
champion and placed second in the 1,500 meters to give her a team-leading 18 points at the 2015 C-USA Outdoor Track & Field 
Championships before moving on to qualify as a quarterfinalist at the 2015 NCAA Championships. A native of Leander, Texas, Wangui 
participated in the Rowdy Readers program this spring, spending time each week reading to students at Braun Station Elementary. A 
two-time Commissioner’s Honor Roll selection, she maintains a 3.61 GPA as a mathematics major with a minor in music. 
 
Senior golfer Brandon Beckham led the Hilltoppers with three top-five, three top-10 and five top-20 finishes in 2014-15, including a 
championship at the Grubmart Intercollegiate. He enjoyed a career season as a senior, setting new lows for round and tournament 
scores. The Smiths Grove, Kentucky, native was even more influential off the course, taking part in numerous activities for Hilltoppers 
for Heart, WKU’s yearlong community service initiative where Hilltopper student-athletes contributed over 2,000 hours of community 
service to the Bowling Green area and surrounding communities. Beckham also has success in the classroom, maintaining a 3.5 GPA 
as a finance major. 
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