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On last year’s Conference USA Tournament… 
KB: It was exciting. Every possession mattered. It was intense. We only had nine players 
because we had a few injuries earlier. So, they were resilient. To get to the finals was a great 
accomplishment for this team. But, we are not satisfied, though. 
 
On having a target on the back for the 2016-17 season… 
KB: I think we have some momentum from being in the finals. We have 11 returners, three 
freshmen and then a transfer that sat out and will be available in the second semester, so we’re 
excited. We feel we have strong leadership. We feel like we have experience and depth. So, 
those are three big things that I feel like this team has to offer. 
 
On Jennie Simms… 
KB: Having a player like Jennie Simms, to see how truly gifted she is, you have to go to practice. 
She plays hard all the time. Her energy is amazing. She can make plays for others. She can 
rebound the ball. She can do a lot of different things. So, I think the biggest thing for her is just 
leading our team. We have to have other players step up and that’s something we have been 
working on over the summer. I think one thing we are going to add to this team this year is that 
we can really score the basketball, which takes the pressure off of her. 
 
On Jennie Simms’ work ethic… 
KB: That is what it is all about and it’s contagious. Everybody becomes competitive and I’ve 
always said we want to lead the nation in high fives and floor burns. So, that’s one area we want 
to continue to get better at. We just want to outwork people. We were the top rebounding team 
in the conference and second in field goal percentage defense last year. So, we take pride in our 
defense. So, again, we just want to score the ball a little better and take care of the ball. 
 
On defense leading to offense… 
KB: That’s our identity of course. So, we want to try and make sure to do is really push and 
share the ball. I feel like we have multiple scorers this year who can really score. You think about 
Keyana Brown, Gianna Smith, Ashley Jackson. I mean we have a lot of guards who can really 
put it in the hole. And a lot of them are young. And, of course, we have a top-heavy senior class, 
but it’s exciting.   
 
On Conference USA… 
KB: I’m just going to brag a little bit about Conference USA and the brand. 113 NCAA bids. 6 
national championships. 19 final fours. 175 All-Americans. 42 WNBA picks. I don’t think 
sometimes that people understand the conference and the programs that are in this conference. 
I think that’s why this is one of the best conferences out there. 
 
 
 
 



On the 1,000th program win… 
KB: It was incredible for our program. Then, you think about LA Tech in there, too. There are 
only six programs that have ever reached 1,000 program wins and two of them are in 
Conference USA.  
 
On being four wins away from 300 heading coaching career wins… 
KB: When someone told me that, I honestly didn’t realize I was close to 300 head coaching 
wins. I just love what I do. I’m passionate. I love teaching every day. The best part is just to see 
them get it, to get better. I was always say that March is the best time of the year. It’s what you 
live for. So, preparing them for that is important to me.  
 
On the non-conference schedule… 
KB: We want to be tested early. We want to see what we are made of. I really feel like this group 
can do some great things and you think about the games we have on our schedule, it’s only 
going to make us better. I think to be the best you have to play the best. I think this is going to 
be one of the greatest teams I’ve ever coached this year and I mean that. I think we have what it 
takes to get on the national stage and do something. 
 
On managing the expectations… 
KB: We have done a lot of leadership things with our program this past summer and just 
understanding to be in the moment. Don’t get too high or too low. I think we were extremely 
emotional in the past and we wanted it too bad, but you have to have that next-play mentality 
and that’s where I think we have matured as a group. The fact that we just have to work hard. 
They expect to win. When you put that Old Dominion jersey on and those 11 letters across your 
chest, we feel like we have the best program in the country. Our players understand the program 
that we have and we just want to go out every day and make our program and university proud.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
  
  


